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“Made in Palestine” contemporary exhibition

of Palestinian art, tours U.S. for the first time

Made In Palestine, makes its first national tour stop in San Francisco, after opening in Houston.  This unique exhibit is on view from April 7 through April 21, 2005 at SomArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan Street in San Francisco and will include an event series. 

“This is a momentous occasion because people rarely get to see the rich culture and creativity of the Palestinian people,” says Rayan El Amin of the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.  “This will be a unique opportunity to not only experience art but also to learn about the history and current struggle of the Palestinians.”

Made in Palestine showcases a collection of contemporary art made by 23 Palestinian artists and refugees, who live in the occupied territories and in the Diaspora.  Using oil paintings, works on paper, video, sculpture, textile art, ceramics, and photography, the works on display present individual reflections on the Palestinian contemporary experience and the political situation in Palestine.  The majority of the artists reside in Palestine (Ramallah, Jerusalem, Gaza, Nazareth and Betunia) and a few are dispersed across Middle Eastern countries (Syria, Jordan and Lebanon) and the U.S. (North Carolina, Georgia and New York).  To view the works in Made In Palestine and for a complete list of artists, visit http://www.stationmuseum.com/Made_In_Palestine/Made_In_Palestine.htm
The Station Museum, where the show originated, describes Made In Palestine as “the first exhibit of contemporary Palestinian art ever displayed in the United States.”  Gabriel Delgado, exhibit curator, Jim Harithas, director of the Ineri Foundation, and Tex Kerschen, chief curator traveled in the Middle East for a month and met with artists in Palestine, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria to select the works to be included in the exhibition.  “It is our conviction that the American public deserves to be made aware of Palestinian art as a profound manifestation of the humanity of the Palestinian people,” said James Harithas, Director of the Station Museum.

Even with the success of Made In Palestine in Houston, the Museum was unable to secure exhibition space at other US Museums.  The show has been in storage since 2003 while the 
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curators located venues to showcase it.  The post-9/11 climate has created a shift in the arts community.  This is why the showing of Made In Palestine at SomArts in San Francisco is so unique.

The Justice In Palestine Coalition (JIP) is organizing the San Francisco presentation of Made In Palestine.  The JIP coalition will provide a venue for the cultural expression of the often-silenced point of view regarding the history and current collective struggle of the Palestinian people.  “Art can be a very powerful way, and sometimes the only way, to reach people who would otherwise be closed minded and encourage them to see and think of the world differently and critically,” said Susan Greene, clinical psychologist, artist and member of the JIP arts committee.

Covering issues ranging from the Palestinian Diaspora, Israeli occupation, collective punishment, and the daily individual exercise each artist undertakes to survive, Made In Palestine merges the political with the personal.

The fiscal sponsor for Made In Palestine is Middle East Children's Alliance.  In addition, the following organizations are included in the Justice In Palestine coalition that is presenting Made In Palestine:  Middle East Children’s Alliance, American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee S.F., Stop U.S. Tax Aid to Israel Now (SUSTAIN), Jews for a Free Palestine, Queers Undermining Israeli Terrorism (QUIT), International Socialist Organization (ISO), Al Awda, and others.

On Sunday, March 13, the Justice in Palestine Coalition will hold a fundraiser for Made In Palestine.

WHAT:
Art For Justice, Made In Palestine Fundraiser

WHERE:
Madjool Restaurant Bar and Lounge, 2522 Mission St. (at 21st St.), S.F.

WHEN:
Sunday, March 13, 2005 from 7pm- 10pm

WHO:
Gabriel Delgado, the Made In Palestine curator from the Station Museum in 
Houston, will make a slide show presentation.  The George Lammam  Ensemble, performing classical and popular Arab music
ADMISSION:
$35 - admission
$50 - admission and Made In Palestine poster
$100 or more – admission, MIP poster, plus a full color Made In Palestine catalogue
PUBLIC INFO: 
510-548-0542 or 415-271-0576
josie@mecaforpeace.org

WHAT:
Made In Palestine
WHERE:
SomArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan St. (at 8th St.), S.F., 94103

WHEN:
Thurs., April 7 to Thurs., April 21

GALLERY HOURS:

Tues. and Wed.

12-4 p.m.

Thurs., Fri. and Sat.

12-7 p.m.

Sun.



12-6 p.m.

ADMISSION:  No charge
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